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The Ukrainian Issue and Japan’s Diplomacy

ITO Kenichi, Prof. Dr.
President of The Japan Forum on International Relations (JFIR)

The forceful and unilateral annexation of the Crimean Peninsula into Russia is an open
challenge to the no-war principle of the 21* century international community, which has
been prevalent since the conclusion of the No-war Treaty in 1928. The essence of the
principle is embodied in Section 4, Article 2 of the United Nations Charter and it says,
“All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of

force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state.”

Against this background, Russia’'s annexation of Crimea reminds us of the failed
invasion of Saddam Hussein’s Iraq into Kuwait in 1990 as well as Adolf Hitler's success-
ful annexation of Sudeten from Czecho in 1938, which resulted from the appeasement
policy of the Munich Pact. Vladimir Putin should learn lessons from Saddam Hussein

and not from Adolf Hitler.

However, there are those who say that Russia’s actions are more capricious than
premeditated and also that it is too expensive to impose economic sanctions on Russia
in the interdependent world of today. However, the author repudiates both arguments,
saying that Russia has been consistent in its pursuance of the “expansion of territory
by force” since the days of “Imperial Russia” to date and also that it would be more
expensive to allow Russia to lead the way for the destruction of the no-war principle of

the 21* century international community.

Japan stands at the crossroads today. After the defeat in World War II, Japan
adopted the “Peace Constitution” and proclaimed herself as a “Peace Nation.” But it
has been a “Passive Pacifism,” in which Japan was expected to keep herself as far
away as possible from “wars” and that was all. The author proposes that Japan should
move away from such “Passive Pacifism” towards the more “Active Pacifism,” which
will say, “We will do everything we can for the sake of building peace in the world,
not just for the sake of peace for Japan.” As a conclusion, the author proposes that Ja-

pan should and must take a clear-cut side with the world in the Ukrainian issue.
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