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March 18, 1994

Mr. Kenichi Ito

President

The Japan Forum on
International Relations, Inc.

17-12-1301, Akasaka 2-chome

Minato-ku, Tokyo 107

JAPAN

Dear Kenichi:

Thank you very much for writing on behalf
of the Japan Forum on International Relations to
send me your policy recommendations, "Political
Cooperation with Burope: Japan's Agenda for
21st century.® I appreciate hearing your per-
spective on Japan-Eurxope relations, and I am
grateful for your thoughtfulness.

Sincerely,

Ty Cliornce—
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advance Tckyo's relations vis—a-vis Moscow.
Attempts to drive = wedge between Russia and China play an
important role in Japan's offical policy to Moscow — Ref H.)

(3) One noteworthy exception tc the stagnant thinking
which permeates the academic community's appreach to Russia
comes from the Policy Council of the Japan Forum on
Internaticnal Relations, a policy formulation group headed by
In February 2008, a Policy Council sub-team led
by Eeic Univeraity Professor Shigeki Hakamada drafted a set
of policy recommendations which, while relying on several
well-worn arguments about history and sovereignty,
nevertheless called on Japan toc monitor divergences in the
Russia—PRC relationship, particularly with regard to energy
resources, trade, and Central Rsia, for opportunities to

(Comment :

The Ceouncil report also called on Tokyo to re—examine the
types of assistance Japan supplies to Russia,
humanitarian aid which, according to the study, Moscow no
longer requires.
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1. Greetings

Greeting from Chairman

The Japan Forum on International Relations (JFIR) was established on March 12, 1987 by
the initiative of Mr. HATTORI Ichiro and others who thought it necessary to study international
affairs and to advocate policy recommendations from the private, non-profit, independent, and
non-partisan standpoint.

In those days, in the midst of the Cold War era, it was relatively easy for members of JFIR to

formulate a concensus among themselves concerning worldview and diplomatic strategy.

However, with the advancement of the post-Cold War era in which a world of multi-polarity
and/or non-polarity has evolved, there was a growing demand for multi-dimensional approaches in the analysis of the
global and/or regional affairs.

In response to this, JFIR launched many new approaches such as an on-line open forum “Hyakka-Seiho (Hundred
Flowers in Full Bloom),” on a global scale taking advantage of the advent of Internet. While receiving over ten
million accesses every year, this forum itself neither supports nor rejects any particular political positions.
Responsibility for the opinions expressed therein is solely that of those who sign them.

In concluding my greeting, I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to the members and friends of JFIR for

their continuous support.

ITO Kenichi, Chairman, JFIR

(P& L

Greeting from Senior Executive Director

It has already been 17 years since I joined JFIR on September 11, 2000. Exactly one year
after, the September 11 terrorist attacks happened in the U.S. and made me realize a tectonic
shift taking place in the post-Cold War international order. This convinced me of an ever-
increasing role to be played by policy-oriented think tanks like JFIR.

Later on, as I have come to engage myself in the management of JFIR, I have become

increasingly impressed by the role and quality of the people concerned in the field. Today, JFIR
has established a strong network of international think tanks with JFIR as its hub, and I am
happy to be involved in it as a working member.

Taking this 30th anniversary as a springboard, JFIR renews its resolve to pursue further achievement in line with

the trend of the times. As Senior Executive Director, I wish to ask for your lasting support.

WATANABE Mayu, Senior Executive Director, JFIR

JX 1A R
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2. History and Purpose

The Japan Forum on International Relations, Inc. (JFIR) was established on March 12, 1987, in Tokyo on the
private initiative of Dr. OKITA Saburo, Mr. HATTORI Ichiro, Mr. ITO Kenichi, and 60 other independent citizens
from business, academic, political, and media circles of Japan, with the recognition that a policy-oriented research
institution in the field of international affairs independent from the government was most urgently needed in Japan.
And on April 1, 2011, JFIR was reincorporated as a "Public Interest Foundation" with the authorization granted by the
Prime Minister in recognition of its achievements.

JFIR is a private, non-profit, independent, and non-partisan organization dedicated to improved understanding of
Japanese foreign policy and international relations. JFIR takes no institutional position on issues of foreign policy,
though its members are encouraged not only to analyze but to propose alternatives on matters of foreign policy. While
JFIR helps its members to formulate policy recommendations on matters of public policy, the views expressed in such
recommendations represent in no way those of JFIR as an institution, and the responsibility for the contents of the

recommendations is solely that of those who sign them.

3. Organization

JFIR is a membership organization with three categories of membership: namely, (1) corporate, (2) associate
corporate, and (3) individual. As for the organizational structure of JFIR, (1) the “Board of Trustees” is the highest
decision-making body, which is in charge of electing the “Directors” and of supervising overall activities of JFIR. (2)
the “Board of Directors” is an executive body, which is in charge of the management of day-to-day operations of
JFIR. Finally, there is (3) the “Board of Auditors,” which supervises the activities of JFIR both in general and in
details.

(1) [Board of Directors]

ITO Kenichi Chairman
HANDA Haruhisa Director
TAKUBO Tadae Director
KAMIYA Matake Director
MORIMOTO Satoshi Director
WATANABE Mayu Senior Executive Director
(2) [Board of Trustee]
ARIMA Tatsuo Chief Director, Middle East Institute of Japan
KUROYANAGI Nobuo Special Consultant, Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ
HAKAMADA Shigeki Professor, University of Niigata Prefecture
HATTORI Yasuo Honorary Chairman, Seiko Epson Corp
HIRONAKA Wakako former Member of the House of Councilors
HIRONO Ryokichi Professor Emeritus, Seikei University
INOUE Akiyoshi Adpvisor, Sanyu Appraisal
ISHIGAKI Yasuji Chairman, The Council on East Asian Community
ITO Go Director of Research, JFIR/ Professor, Meiji University
KOIKE Yuriko Governor of Tokyo
OHYA Eiko President, the Oya Soichi Library
SAKAMOTO Masahiro Superior Research Fellow, JFIR
SATO Ken Chief Director, Institute for International Policy Studies
YAMAGUCHI Norio Special Consultant, Ajinomoto
WATANABE Toshio Academic Consultant, Takushoku University
(3) [Board of Auditors]
NAITO Masahisa Special Consultant, The Institute of Energy Economics, Japan
WATANABE Kenichi Honorary Advisor, Nomura Holdings
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4. Activities

The activities of JFIR are categorized along the following seven pillars: (1) Policy Recommendations, (2) E-Forum
“Hyakka-Seiho”, (3) Research Programs, (4) International Dialogues & Exchanges, (5) Participation in International
Frameworks, (6) Information Gathering, and (7) PR & Enlightenment.

(1) Policy Recommendations

One of the important pillars of JFIR’s activities has been to formulate policy recommendations since its foundation
in 1987. From the time in the midst of the Cold War until recently, it had been relatively easy to consolidate the
worldview and diplomatic strategy within JFIR. During this period, two “Councils” established within JFIR played a
pivotal role for this activity. One is for the policy recommendations in the long-term perspective and the other is for
those in the short-term and immediate perspective. The former is the “Policy Council” and the latter is the
“Emergency Policy Council.” Since 1988, the “Policy Council” has publicly announced 35 sets of policy
recommendations all of which were presented to the Prime Minister of Japan. The latest outcome is the 37th Policy
Recommendations on “Positive Pacifism and Japan’s Course of Action,” announced on August 5, 2014.

However, with the advancement of the post-Cold War era in which a world of

multi-polarity and/or non-polarity has evolved, there was a growing demand for

The 37th Policy Recommendations

multi-dimensional approaches in the analysis of the global and/or regional affairs.

Under the circumstances, in addition to the activities of “Policy Council” and the

Positive Pacifism and
“Emergency Policy Council,” JFIR has encouraged its “Research Programs” to
. . . . . Japan's Course of Action
devise policy recommendations of their own accord. One notable outcome of this
sort is “U.S.-Japan Joint Policy Report: Grand Design of the U.S.-Japan Alliance -‘ {' A
i
at a New Stage,” published in 2015 by the members of the JFIR’s research program v }'i ;d
dl

under the same title (see Page 80).

Meanwhile, it should be noted that JFIR takes no institutional position on issues R

of foreign policy, though its members and other related experts are encouraged to
propose alternatives on matters of foreign policy. The responsibility for the
contents is solely with those who sign them. The 37th Policy Recommendations

(2 ) e-Forum “Hyakka-Seiho” (in Japanese)

& 1T, THE JAPAN FORLM O INTERKATTUNAL RELATIONS. INC a [
) P e AR -2l

Another important pillar of JFIR’s activities is the e-forum “Hyakka-
Seiho (meaning ‘Hundred Flowers in Full Bloom’ in English).” The
e-forum, established on April 12, 2006, is operated on the Japanese website
of JFIR (http://www.jfir.or.jp/cgi/m-bbs/), functioning as an interactive
forum for discussions on foreign policy and international affairs.

All articles posted on the e-forum are sent through the bimonthly e-mail
magazine “Meru-maga Nihon Kokusai Foramu” in Japanese to about
10,000 readers in Japan. Furthermore, articles worth attention of
international readers are translated into English and posted on the English
website of JFIR (http://www.jfir.or.jp/e/index.htm) as “JFIR Commentary,”

as well as introduced in the bimonthly e-mail magazine “JFIR E-Letter” in
English website of JFIR

English, which is delivered bimonthly to about 10,000 readers worldwide. (http://www.ffir.or.jp/e/index.htm)
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( 3) Research Programs

Keeping abreast of the forefront of trend of the times, JFIR organizes a variety of research programs on
international and diplomatic issues, in which experts either within or without JFIR conduct in-depth researches either
collectively or individually, and the results of their researches are published as a series of “Reports.” As of April 2017,
JFIR has conducted 86 research programs in total.

On the occasion of its 30th anniversary, JFIR launched in May 2017 a comprehensive three-year research project on
”Japan’s Diplomatic Strategy in the Era of Power Transition” with the recognition that the today’s international
society is undergoing a significant turning point, with emerging countries bringing both risks and opportunities to the
international community. By throwing into relief a mega-trend of the international society today, this program,

composed of the four branches below, seeks to draft out a grand design of the diplomatic strategy for Japan to pursue.

Branch 1: China Risks and China Opportunities (Leader: KAMIYA Matake, Superior Research Fellow, JFIR)

Branch 2: Changing Strategic Environment in Eurasia and Japan’s Diplomacy (Leader: WATANABE Hirotaka,
Superior Research Fellow)

Branch 3: Japan’s Economic Diplomacy in the Era of Geo-Economics (Leader: KAWAMI Masahiro, Superior
Research Fellow, JFIR)

Branch 4: New Maritime Strategy of Japan (Leader: ITO Go, Superior Research Fellow, JFIR)

(4 ) International Dialogues & Exchanges

Through policy-oriented international exchange, JFIR not only seeks to keep abreast of the trend of the global
public opinion, but also strives to play a part in the formation of a public opinion that reflects Japan’s positions. With
this in mind, JFIR has been sponsoring international dialogues, meetings, symposia and workshops, etc. As of
September 2017, JFIR has held 75 such international exchange meetings. In addition, JFIR also supports similar
activities of its sister organization, the “Global Forum of Japan.” Noteworthy international dialogues organized by

JFIR in recent years are as follows:

1: International Symposium “Japan-Europe Intellectual Dialogue”
(November 15, 2016, Tokyo)

2: International Symposium “Japan-U.S.-China Trilateral Dialogue”
(December 16, 2016, Tokyo)

3: International Symposium “The Way Ahead: A Discussion of the
U.S.-Japan Relationship under the Trump-Abe administrations”
(January 6, 2017, Washington, D.C.)

4: International Symposium "International Order in the Asia-Pacific

“Japan-Europe Intellectual Dialogue” (2016)

and Japan-ASEAN Cooperation" (February 13, 2017, Singapore)

(5) Information Gathering

(a) The “Foreign Policy Luncheon”

The “Foreign Policy Luncheon” is organized monthly to provide an occasion for members of JFIR to meet, in an
informal and confidential manner, with senior officials of the Japanese government and other authorities in the field of
international affairs. Speakers are invited to give a talk followed by Q&A. The meeting is conducted in Japanese. The

“Foreign Policy Luncheon” is held under the co-sponsorship of JFIR with its sister organizations, the “Global Forum
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of Japan,” and the “Council on East Asian Community.”

(b) The “Diplomatic Roundtable”
The “Diplomatic Roundtable” is organized, taking advantage of an occasion of a visit to Japan of a person promi-
nent in various fields of activities abroad, for the purpose of providing an occasion for the visiting speaker to meet and

exchange views with JFIR members. The

meeting is conducted, in principle, in En-
glish. The “Diplomatic Roundtable” is
held under the co-sponsorship of JFIR
with its sister organizations, the “Global
Forum of Japan,” and the “Council on

East Asian Community.”

; ‘_Eiii_j.

Y L MEARSHEIMER o
TANAKA Akihiko John MEARSHEIMER

former President of JICA Professor of the University of Chicago
at the 280th Foreign Policy Luncheon at the 108th Diplomatic Roundtable

( 6 ) Participation in International Frameworks

JFIR is engaged, together with its counterparts overseas, in the activities of a variety of regional frameworks which
are officially recognized by the governments of Japan and other relevant countries. JFIR is currently engaged in the
activities of “Network of East Asian Think-tanks (NEAT),” “East Asia Forum (EAF),” and “Network of Trilateral
Cooperation Think-tanks (NTCT).” Having been appointed “Country Coordinator” or “National Focal Point” of these
frameworks by the government of Japan, JFIR, in collaboration with its sister organization, the Council on East Asian
Community (CEAC), undertakes the planning and operation of the Annual Conferences and other meetings, etc. of

these frameworks, and dispatches Japanese delegations to them.

(7 ) PR & Enlightenment

The Public Relations & Enlightenment activities of JFIR comprise the following four pillars:

(a) a quarterly “Bulletin” (in Japanese) reporting on the latest JFIR’s activities,

(b) Website (Japanese page: http://www.jfir.or.jp/ and English page: http://www.jfir.or.jp/e/index.htm ),
(c) bimonthly e-mail magazine “Meru-maga Nihon Kokusai Foramu” (in Japanese) and bimonthly e-mail
magazine “JFIR E-Letter” (in English)
(d) Publications

JFIR publishes extensively results of its various research activities both in

Japanese and in English. The publications comprise (1) JFIR Series Publications,
 Policy Recommendations, (@ Research Program Reports/Research Fellow

Papers, @ International Exchange Reports, (5 Promotional Materials and ®
English Publications. On the JFIR website, several English publications are
available in their entirety free of charge. Recent publications include “U.S.-
Japan Joint Policy Report: Grand Design of the U.S.-Japan Alliance at a New
Stage,” published in 2015.

“U.S.-Japan Joint Policy Report” (2015)
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